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Dh4 can save a life
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With the visil o Dubai of Alice Sia Koroma, First Lady of Sierra Leone fo coincide with the recent International Day of the African Child, the war-torn
country and its child population are finally getting the exposure they deserve in the UAE. Alice Sia Koroma, whose husband Emest Bai Koroma was
elected president last November, is known in her homeland as the 'Mother of the Mation." Her mission while she was in Dubai was 1o raise awareneszs

and funds for her couniry's children. United Mations Office for Project Services regional director, Phil Lewis, told us, "UNOPS provide services for

construction focusing on hospitals in particular and micro-financing. The final Sierra Leone aid network we managed fo calch up with was the "All As

One' organization. Almost everything at the orghanage - from clothes, bedding, educational materials and food - is paid for or acquired through

denations.
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Dh4 can save a life

As one in four children does not live beyond tive years and one in six pregnant women dies, human Iife i5 in a dire
state in Sierra Leone. The recent visit by its First Lady to Dubai has given the war-torn country the much-needed
focus from the region. David Light speaks to NGOs working Lo rebuild Sierra Leone

WITH THE visit to Dubwai
of Alice Sia Kaoroma, First
Lady of Sierra Leone to
colncide with the recent
International Day of the
African Child, the
war-torn country and lts
child population are
finally getting the
exposure they deserve in
the UAE,

Alice Sia Koroma,
whose husband Ernest Bai
Koroma was elected
president last November,
is known in her homeland
as the "Mother of the
Nation.” Her mission
while shie was in Dubal
wils Lo raise awareness
and funds for her
country’s children,

Slerra Leone is
recovering from a brutal
10-year civil war, which
ended (n 2002 but left the
country with no
infrastructure to support
the needs of the 15 per
cent of children lefit
arphaned. The African
State Is ranked bottom of
177 countries in the UN
Human Development
Index and has one of the
highest infant mortality
rates in the world: one in
four children does not live
beyond five years and one
in six pregnant women
dies, These frightening
statistics mean that the
children, which do survive
are often left to fend for
themselves in a country
where food. shelter and
comfort are scarce,

It is therefore with
some considerable joy

that Ciry Times can shed
light on just a few of the
organisations in the
Emirates trying to make a
difference in Slerra Leone,
Firstly we spoke to Hanl
M. Al Zubaidi the
Reglonal Director of LIFE,
a Non-Governmental
Organisatlon established
In the US and based in the
UAE. "We have been
going since 1992 and are
one of the largest NGOs in
the region,” Al Zubaidi
sald. “We started working
in Slerra Leone In 1994 by
giving food and ald. By
2004 we aopened an
orphanage to help with
healtheare and education
as well as shelter, There
are many handicapped
children in Sierrta Leone,
which we pride ourselves
on taking care of by
providing the care and
attention they need. We
take in as many children
as we can and the number
I5 set to Increase as we are
bullding a new orphanage
right now, We have a
great connection with the
International
Humanitaran City here
and through them we
have a great relationship
with the government af
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Mice 5ta Koroma visited Dubai recently to raise funds for war-ravaged
nation

Sierra Leone and Sia
Koroma.” LIFE's new
orphanage hopes to open
lts doors by the end of the

year,

The next organisation
we spoke to making a
difference in Sierra Leone
wits the United Nations

Office for Project Services
(LINOPS). UNOPS
regional director Phil
Lewis told us, "UNOPS
provide services for
construction focusing on
hospitals in particular and
micro-financing. We have
given over 5000 families

Sierra Leone is recovering from a brutal
10-year civil war, which ended in 2002 but
left the country with no infrastructure to
support the needs of the 15 per cent of
children left orphaned

enough money [o st up
small businesses so we
focus on sustainability.
We don't just do things
and leave. As we're part of
the UIN we are based
everywhere. Sierrn Leone
is a huge part of our
operations and the First
Lady visiting Dubai can
only raise lts profile.”
LINOPS try to use local
labour and businesses
where possible when
building new facllities in
various countries, guite
literally helping people
help themselves,

The final Sierra Leone
aid network we managed
to eatch up with was the
"AllAs One" organisation,
All As One was:
established in 1997 as an
international charity
registered in Sierra Leone,
1t has a non-profit office
in the UAE licensed
through Dubai
International
Humanitarian City, The
Country Director
Matthew Morgan-jones
told us what All As One
wans all about, "The
United Nations has
estimated that there are
over 500,000 children in
Sierra Leone that do not
have access (o basic
education, As part of its
vision, and in
co-ordination with the
government of Sierra
Leone, AAD plans to build
a new Children's Centre
and schools that will
provide accommodation
for 150 children and

school facilities for over
300. The All As One Schools
will allow orphaned,
abandoned and destitute
children the opportunity of
an education. The schoals
will serve not only the
children in AAD's care, but
also those in the local
cormmunity.” All As One
already have an orphanage
in the middle of Freetown,
Sierra Leone. Mrs Koroma,
hersell o former nurse,
recently visited the AAO
orphanage in the slums ol
the city to meet the 43
children currently being
cared lor at the home.
Almost everything at the
arphanage - from clothes,
bedding, educational
materials and food - Is paid
for ar acquired through
donations, *We really need
as much help as possible.
We are all volunteers here
In Dubal and keep running
costs 1o 8 minbmum so all
money that we do receive
goes to the children,”
Morgan-jones said.

It may seem like too blg
a problem to deal with but
these groups are trying in
un aren that many would
have given up in. You too
can make a difference by
domnating to LIFE and All As
One. B




