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UAE Kkick-starts Sierra Leone recovery

BY MATOVU A. TWAHA

LAST week's visitation of
the First Lady of Sierrn
Leone to the United Arab
Emirates (LUAE ) o create
nwareness of the coun-

try's mvestment potental
pnd extension ol nssis-
tanee o the children rav-
nged recovering from a

brutal ecivil war hos
started vielding divi-
dends

Alce Sia M. Koroma,
wife of v Ernest Bail Ko-
roma, visited the UAE for
three davs from June 15,
on the invitation of the

PDubni based Institute of

Internntionn] Research in

the Middle East (11RMIE)
to nddress the Sth Corpo-
rile Socinl Responsibility
Conference (CSR) which
she did in the Le Meri-
dien Hotel, She was
hosted by the All As Cne
(AN, 0 charity based in
b but runming an or-
phonage with 42 children
so e Sierrn Leone

She said thot the 199)-
2002 brutal evil war
poralvsed the country’s
ceonomic moinstoy, the
naturnl resources over
which it wons largely
fought, Owver 50,000 hives
were lost, and around 2
million people were lell
displneed, nnd nn army of
arphans wans erented

I huve eome tocall for
their help,” pleaded the
First Lady hefore well
wishers, and CSR mem-
bers, "1 ns o mother and o
nurse understund their
appenl and what thevre
poing through,”

She also enlled upon
investors to her country
saving thot her office will
“do whatever it tankes™ Lo
have them estanblish their
businesses.

The Semior 5th CSR
Muannger, Kostn Petrov
thanked the IIRME and
the AAD for "helping to
bring us to the attention
of the country that we
had hitherto heard of ex-
cept through the horrific
movie, Blood Diamond.™
He waus Aanked by the
AALYs Dubai based Coun-
try Manager, Mathew
Morgan-J ones.

Swerra Leone, the West

The Firs! Lady, Allce Sia
Koroma

Adrican nation with about
six million people boasts
of huge mineral resources
such as Gold, Dinmond,
I1_'|nu Cre, Bauxite nnd Ru-
Lile,

UAE, Avahs weigh in

Apparently, Sierra
Leone is one of the six
countries that will have
projects financed by the
Khalifa Bin Zaved Al
Mahvan Foundation i oo
ordination  with  the
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme
(LINDP )

In o workshop at Abu

Dhabi orgamised by the
foundation and the
LUINDP last week, it was
announced that Sierra
Leone, Sudan, Comoros,
Indin, Palestine and
Afghnniston would be the
beneliciaries

In similar develop-
ment in the snme week
the Arab Gull Programme
for United Nations De-
velopment Crganisations
(AGFUND) announced it
wis planning Lo establizh
“a bank for the poor™ of
West Alrwcan region to be
based in Sierrn Leone

Established in 1980,
Agfund is led by Prince
Talal, the ather of the
Saudi billionaire, Prince
Al waleed Bin Talal Bin
Abdul Ace

Ihe “bank for the poor™
of West Africa will be one
of over 1,040 projects Ag-
fund has supported since
its establishment

Struggle continues

All As One has made
similar Mundraising be-
fore. Last Movember, they
hosted the Irish anti-
poverty campaigner, Bob
Geldol and managed to
roise “money 1o Secure o
land on which to build a
permanent home. ™

A senior olTicial from
the AAD told The Gulf
Feday that “We are start-
ing to witness fruits out
of the First Ladys visit.”
she ndded that still “fur-
ther assistance is needed
Lo develop the land and
widen the project.”




