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with proceeds going to the All As One charity for Sierra Leone’, said Matthew Morgan-Jones, country director at All As One.
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JOB: Country Director,
All As One

Tell us about the charity Gala
Ball on Sunday at the Le
Méridien Dubai? It is part of
the 5th Corporate Social
Responsibility Summit or-

ganised by IIR Middle East, with proceeds going
to the All As One charity for Sierra Leone. It will aid
in the operation of the Children’s Centre that cares
for more than 50 children in Freetown and will sup-
port a new home for more than 150 children,

How much are you hoping to raise? It costs approxi-
mately Dh37,000 a month to run the facility. Sier-
ra Leone has nearly 350,000 orphaned or vulnera-
ble children - six per cent of the population. Our
strategy is to ensure we can assist more.

How did you get involved with AAD? | started research-
ing adoption after working in South Africa and vis-
iting Aids orphanages there. Later, I found informa-
tion on All As One and contacted Deanna Wallace,
the founder. That was four years ago, and it took
about 18 months of heartache and stress to com-
plete the adoption of my first two children, Dauda
and Magda. When I returned to Dubai, I wanted to
do something. Four months later Deanna e-mailed
to say they were closing the centre due to the lack
of funds. I knew I had to do something,

Your family has grown over the years. Yes, its been zero
to four in two years! David and Dauda are five,
Magda just turned four and Mariama will soon be
two. Its been a fantastic three years and I'm enjoy-
ing the challenges and delights of parenthood. It's
amazing to see their personalities shining through.

Isit true you bumped into Angedina Jolie in Sierra Leone?
I had just arrived in Freetown and at breakfast
thought, ‘hang on, that’s Angelina Jolie'. After a day
of spotting her around, I plucked up the courage to
approach her. She was brilliant, and as soon as |
told her I was adopting, she was so engaging. She
had just returned from Ethiopia where she had seen
her soon-to-be daughter and we chatted about the
difficulties of single parenthood (it was pre-Brad).




